MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
along one side, and another towards the north, each of
these currents will be characterised by its own kind of
plankton, and simply by looking at a sample under the
microscope it is possible to tell when one has passed from
the one to the other. The writer has just completed the
examination of some hundreds of plankton samples from
the waters between Canada and Greenland. With the
help of this plankton it has been possible to determine
the limits of the different currents, and it is now known
that the cold stream which flows along the East coast of
Greenland does not after rounding Cape Farewell run
north again, as was supposed, but swirls away from the
coast towards Labrador. And the extent of the strong,
southward-flowing current along the west coast of Baffin
Bay and Davis Strait has been recorded.
Detailed charting of these ocean currents is not of
scientific interest only. We are not solely concerned with
the fact that different Arctic shores have different
climates, which are determined by the prevailing cur-
rents. The course of these currents has also a purely
practical interest. The variation in the numbers of fish
on the rich Arctic Banks is connected with the variation
in current at different seasons. And we need only re-
member the disaster of the Titanic to realise that the
Arctic currents which carry ice-bergs southward with
them are of grave importance to the shipping between
Europe and North America. It is that southward current
through Davis Strait which is particularly rich in ice-
bergs, and not only have several expeditions been sent
into that region, but the Americans have established a
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